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	SENT ON BEHALF OF PAUL MURPHY
I am delighted to inform you that the Court of Appeal has today handed down judgment in favour of the RFU on the Viagogo case. The RFU can now force Viagogo, who have been selling tickets though this secondary market, to reveal names and addresses of those who advertised for sale and/or sold the tickets for the Investec Internationals in 2010 and the Six Nations in 2011. We can look to carry out a similar process on other secondary ticket sites.

As well as receiving information from past breaches of our terms and conditions, it will also mean that, going forward, we will be able to enforce our rights more efficiently and effectively in the constant battle against the ticketing black market.
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THE RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION has succeeded in defeating Viagogo’s appeal in the Court of Appeal against the decision of Mr Justice Tugendhat in March this year. 
In a landmark ruling - the first action of its kind by a national governing body - the order of Mr Justice Tugendhat required Viagogo to reveal the names and addresses of those who placed tickets for sale on its website for the 2010 Investec Internationals and the 2011 RBS 6 Nations.  The appeal having been dismissed by the Court of Appeal means the RFU, once it receives the information, will be able to identify and sanction those who have breached its ticketing terms and conditions by selling to secondary ticketing sites. The RFU now intends to take the same position with other similar sites.

RFU Chief Commercial Officer Sophie Goldschmidt said: “It is very good news that the Court of Appeal has upheld the judgment of the Honourable Mr Justice Tugendhat. Placing tickets for sale on secondary ticketing sites is in direct contravention of the RFU’s Ticketing Terms and Conditions and, if the seller can be identified, they face tough sanctions including possible court action. Individuals who believe they have anonymity by trading their tickets through such secondary sales sites are no longer invisible and we will do our utmost to ensure that tickets go to genuine fans."

Polly Handford, the RFU Deputy Head of Legal said: “I am extremely pleased that the judgement has been upheld. It is an incredibly important case as not only will it provide us with information on past breaches, it will also enable us to enforce our rights more efficiently and effectively going forward.”

Note to desks

The RFU's ticket terms and conditions allow member clubs to sell allocated tickets to other clubs and friends/family at face value and to official licensed operators.

In order to reduce the number of tickets sold on the black market and protect rugby fans from unscrupulous dealers, the RFU has licensed official operators in Twickenham Experience Ltd, Mike Burton Corporate Hospitality Ltd, Events International, Eventmasters, Lucid Events, Tiger Events, and National Sporting Club. These operators pay the RFU royalties that are put back into the sport.
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